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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
Dear Frankland Families, 
  
As the holidays draw near, the spirit of giving and sharing is alive and well at Frankland Community School! 
  
Thank you for all of your care for your children.  Thank you for your partnership - together our children thrive.  Thank 
you for your gifts of time, energy and volunteerism in every form.  Thank you for your generosity to school and 
community charitable efforts including our Hurricane Relief Efforts, our School Fundraising Drive, our Eco Textile 
Drive, the Food Bank Drive and for supporting the Riverdale Share where our Junior choir so proudly performed.  Your 
generosity and care have been overwhelming! 
  
In this newsletter, you will find reminders, student written articles about school happenings, an update from School 
Council, upcoming calendar dates and much more! 
  
I know that December always follows November, however it seems that it comes around sooner every 
year!  December brings with it the Holiday Season and musical celebrations of learning at Frankland.  We look 
forward to seeing you at our upcoming student concerts. 
 
The staff and I wish you and your families a wonderful Holiday Break and a safe and joyful holiday season! 
Happy Hanukkah!  Merry Christmas!  Happy Kwanzaa!  Happy New Year! 
 
In partnership, 
Ms. O. Ellis 
Principal 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars- Upcoming Dates: 
 

Dec 13th  First Day of Hanukkah (13th-20th), Junior Division at Movie Wonder 
Dec 14th  Pizza Lunch 
Dec 20th  Grades 1 to 6 - Canada Concert at 1:00 and 7pm  
Dec 21st   Winter Begins, K December Concert at 2:15pm 
Dec 22nd  1pm Holiday Sing-Along (families invited to join in) 
Dec 22nd   Pyjama Day 
Dec 23rd - Jan 7th Christmas Break - No School 
Dec 25th  Christmas Day 
Dec 26th  Kwanzaa Begins – (Dec 26th - Jan 1) (African Canadian and American Celebration) 
Jan 1st   Happy New Year! 
Jan 10   Junior Division at Snow Valley 
Jan 19th   PA Day - No School 
Jan 25th   Pizza Lunch 
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Reminders 
• Pizza Lunch this Thursday, December 14th 
• Pyjama Day on Friday, December 22nd 
• Lunch Activity Programs begin the week we get back from the holidays (i.e., Monday programs begin January 8th) 
   (please submit payments if you haven’t already done so). 
   Questions?  Please email franklandlunchprograms@gmail.com 
 
DECEMBER’S VALUE OF THE MONTH IS 
Kindness and Caring 
Quote of the Month: 
“Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or 
the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.” – Leo Buscaglia 
 

 

Book Drive Update 
This Fall there has been a book drive going on in the school. There were a total of 541 books collected and donated to 
the Children's Book Bank and the staff were very happy that you made those donations. The Children's Book Bank is 
an organization in Toronto that enables children from low income families to get books for free. The organization has 
a few locations that give Books to kids. We thank all the children and parents for the books they helped us donate to 
the Children's Book Bank. Our book drive was a big success, thank you! 
 

Written by Cohen and Finn   
 

 
Bake Sale 
There is going to be a bake sale very soon! This Tuesday, December the 12th, the grade three students in rooms 204 
and 205 will be having a bake sale. The money the grade threes collect will go to the Daily Bread Food Bank. We 
found out that every dollar raised provides one healthy meal. Please ask your child to bring some change to school 
this Tuesday. You can help someone who needs it, and your child gets a delicious treat to eat! We hope you will 
attend! 
Written by Zoey and Sebastian 
 

 
Food Drive 
We are doing a food drive with Ms. Gurney’s class. We want to make a difference in someone’s life. 
First, we designed posters and then we hung them where people look a lot including upstairs. Next each of us 
designed our own flyer. We did the math and figured out how many people would visit each classroom. We explained 
the Food Drive to each class and asked them to help us make a difference. We gave them flyers to take home.  
 

Some days we do a graph and add stickers to keep track of how many items we have collected. Today is Day 3 of the 
Food Drive and we are happy because we have collected 380 items! Our goal is to reach 600 food items.  
 

We are visiting the Eastview Food Bank so we can learn how a Food Bank works. Both grade one classes take turns 
doing an announcement and doing the sticker graph. We all get a turn delivering the donations from all the 
classrooms which we are responsible for picking up everyday after the morning attendance. We are proud of 
ourselves but there is still more work to do. Thank you to our families and teachers for helping us.  
 

Written by the students of Room 108 
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Eco Club News 
Last week, the Eco Club had a waste audit in the main lobby of Frankland. What is a waste audit you ask? Well, we 
collected the recycling, compost and garbage from every classroom and then weighed each bag. Then, we sorted the 
contents of the bag to see approximately what percentage of it was actually supposed to be in the bag, and wrote it 
down (for example 60% garbage, 20% compost, 20% recycling). After that, we weighed how much was garbage, how 
much was compost, and how much was recycling. Finally, we would put everything from the bag that wasn’t 
supposed to be there into the right bag. We did this to each bag during lunch recess last Tuesday.  Next, we are going 
to examine the data as a team and determine how we can improve as a school. For example, if we see that people 
are putting compost in the garbage, we will try to change that habit by doing things like making announcements and 
putting up posters. Later on in the year, we will have another waste audit to see if we have improved. The waste 
audit was a great experience and I think that it's good that we did it and are doing another one.  
 
Written by Indira (grade 5) in room 207 (Eco Team member) 
 

 
Power of One 

As a follow up to our anti-bullying performance, “The Power of One,” students in room 206 did a literature activity 
with author Trudy Ludwig’s books. Trudy Ludwig’s books deal with a very subtle form of bullying.  
 

One student wrote about the book, “Just Kidding,” that it reminded her of the time, in Grade 5, when someone 
flicked her on the head and said that she deserved it. She then said “Just kidding.” She was so sick of this type of 
behaviour that she decided to walk away. Another student relayed that someone was bullying her in Grade 2. She 
decided to talk to that student and they soon became friends.  
 

Another student asked of the book “Sorry,” “Why did Charlie think that saying sorry would fix everything?” In our 
group discussions it came to light that we need to be mindful of what we say to each other and that everything 
cannot be fixed just by saying sorry.  
 

About the book “Just Kidding,” one student asked, “Why don’t D.J.’s parents get involved?” About the book “My 
Secret Bully,” one student asked why the main character didn’t tell a teacher. After much discussion, many students 
said that they felt that their parents or approaching a teacher made things worse because the parent or teacher 
became involved rather than giving strategies to deal with someone who is bullying them. We discussed that parents 
and teachers and friends can be helpful by giving us ideas or just listening to the problem and offering ways to solve 
it, rather than stepping in.  
 

In the book “Better Than You,” students related to someone they knew who was always bragging or one-upping 
someone else. We discussed how this action made us feel and what to do in this situation (walk away). Many 
students wondered what would prompt someone to act like this (“Was there a problem at home?” “Why do people 
feel the need to brag?”). This highlighted their capacity for empathy and it was decided that this was a good strategy 
for dealing with a bully: to figure out what was making that person sad.  
 

Our discussions around bullying and community building, empathy and respect will continue this year.  
 

By Room 206 
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School Council Update 
Direct Donation Drive 
Our Direct Donation Drive has now closed. This year we raised just over $15,000. Thank you so much to everyone for 
their contributions and generosity.  Please note that donations are always welcome. Click on the Donate Now button 
on the Frankland Parent Blog franklandparents.wordpress.com to find out how.  
 

Silent Auction 
The Silent Auction is back and will be taking place this spring. Thanks to Nathan and Nicole Hynes for stepping up to 
run the event. We are starting to put together a team to plan the event. Interested in helping out? Come join the fun! 
Contact Jen Volk if you are interested. jenvolk.to@gmail.com 
 

Here is our School Council for the 2017-18 Year 
Designated Members 
Jennifer Volk   Chair 
Tom Kennedy   Treasurer 
Linh Dang   Secretary 
Henna Agha   Fundraising Chair 
Ally Lumsden   Liaison/Advocacy Chair 
Mark Bayfield   Liaison/Advocacy Chair 
Daisy Chia   Greening Committee Chair 
Asha Hodura   Greening Committee Chair 
 

Members at Large 
Stephanie Haas   Class Rep/Volunteer Coordinator 
Ian Small   Communications 
Lindsay Clarke-Andrews  Equity Liaison 
Dara Speigel   Falcon Wear Coordinator 
Sam Margis   Fun Fair Lead 
Lisa Machado   Fun Fair Lead 
Ali Popp    Lunch Programs 
Natasha Sekdorian  Lunch Programs 
Dori Antel   Pool Rep 
Christel Higgs   Ward Council Rep 
 

Staff Representatives 
Olga Ellis   Principal 
Herc Fortis   Teacher 
Jane Williams   Teacher 
 

 

New and Exciting at Frankland: 
We are thrilled to announce that Frankland has partnered with The Volunteer Reading Program under the direction 

of Lenora Butler (Volunteer Readers) and the leadership of our own Ms. Gurney.  Our dedicated group of volunteers 
received a training session from the Volunteer Readers Program.  
We have a fabulous team of 6 parent and community volunteers who will be reading with selected Grade One 
students in order to instill a love of reading by being read to, talk about the reading and in this fun process building 
literacy skills. 
 

 

Frankland Sports 
Our fall season has been busy with Boys Volleyball, Girls Basketball, Primary Swim Team and Pokemon Basketball. 
Next at Frankland:  Junior swim team (gr.4-6) , Boys Basketball and Girls Volleyball. 
 

If you are looking for the latest Frankland sports news, calendar events or permission forms we now have a website 
dedicated to all things Falcons. https://sites.google.com/tdsb.on.ca/go-falcons-go/home 
Go Falcons Go! 

http://franklandparents.wordpress.com/
mailto:jenvolk.to@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/tdsb.on.ca/go-falcons-go/home

